Shee Highland Musée Open House
Kaohsiung Medical University Alumni
Unveiling “Taiwan Victory Bear”
On a cool and comfortable August 4, the Shee Highland Musée, in Highland Park, Illinois, held
an open house to showcase Dr. Sam Shee’s outdoor sculptures and oil paintings. The visitors,
from North America and Taiwan, took part in the Kaohsiung Medical University Alumni
Association annual convention held in Chicago. On the agenda was the Shee Highland Musée,
which is well known in Europe, the U.S. and Taiwan. The highlight was the unveiling of Sam
Shee’s new sculpture, “Taiwan Victory Bear”.

Guests and Dr. Shee at the Taiwan Victory Bear unveiling ceremony

Honorable guests and Dr. Shee unveiling the sculpture “Taiwan Victory Bear”
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Every four to five years, the North American Kaohsiung Medical University Alumni Association
holds an annual meeting in Chicago. This year the meeting was held August 4-6 at the Oak
Brook Marriott Hotel in a western suburb of Chicago. Over 200 alumni and family members
participated. The participants reside in the United States and abroad. At the convention, the
agenda generally includes medical lectures, scientific seminars and art activities.
On Friday, August 4, more than 50 alumni and family members came in a large charter bus to
the Shee Highland Musée in Highland Park. Among the alumni are well-known celebrities such
as Kaohsiung Medical University President, Ching-Kuan Liu and his wife; Chairman of the
Taiwan People News, Dr. Yong-Shing Chen and his wife; President of KMU Alumni
Association, Dr. John Chien Hung Chen; KMT Officer, Dr. Hsu Chang Yu Mei; and Dr. Beverly
Liimay Chang.
When the guests arrived at the Shee Highland Musée, they were welcomed by a young harpist
and violinists playing classical music in its sculpture garden.
In the garden is Shee’s latest work, a large "Taiwan Victory Bear", measuring 102x34x24
inches. The statue is made of treated wood, steel and masonry, which can be permanently
preserved. This breathtaking Taiwanese bear stands tall and powerful, its chest showing the
big white letter “V”, a symbol of victory.
Kaohsiung Medical University President Liu led the group of distinguished guests to unveil the
new bear. President Liu praised alumna Shee as an outstanding physician and artist. He
recalled last October 16th when Shee and 15 outstanding alumni donated a bronze sculpture
dedicated to world peace, to their alma mater at the 62nd anniversary celebration.

KMU alumni with sculpture “Taiwan Victory Bear”

Dr. Gloria Groom, Chair of European Painting and Sculpture of The Art Institute of Chicago.
was not able to attend this unveiling ceremony but sent a congratulatory letter to Shee for his
new masterpiece, the Formosa Victory Bear. Yukie Hirokawa, youngest daughter of Shee’s
classmate Dr. En-Shin Hirokawa of Fukui, Japan, read the letter, to the delight of the audience.
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After the ceremony, Shee led the alumni through his sculpture garden full of public art, including
"Hope" and "Peace". The attendants were surprised to see the “Wiser” statue of a woman in
white jacket and black trousers. Shee recalled last May when he heard a newly elected
president giving the first order with the words “humble, humble and humble again”. He was
deeply touched by those words and decided to create this statue to mark a historic event. The
alumni, all dear friends, strolled the garden, listening to the wonderful stories behind these
creations and the sound of music. The other sculptures include: Birdie on a spiral course, Heart
to Heart, Orchids, Lotus, Lady Love, United You and I, Phoenix, and Panda. The remarkable
experience left a memorable impression on the visitors.
Some of the guests were absorbed in taking photographs of the sculptures, while others were
fascinated by the philosophy behind them. They were also curious about the materials and
methods used in the creation of the sculptures. Dr. Shee answered all the questions, and he
revealed his creative techniques. For example, how he combined metal, wood, masonry, and
cement to complete such a masterful piece of artwork which is up to 15 feet tall, 2000 pounds;
and how he made a scarf with cement which is thin and strong, durable and capable of
withstanding extreme temperatures.
The guests admired the beautiful gardens filled with exotic trees and flowers, a result of almost
two decades of cultivation and plantings by Shee. To many people, Shee is regarded as a
professional landscape designer. In fact, the sculpture garden of Highland Musée has become
one of the unique, high-profile destinations of Highland Park, showing natural beauty and
culture. In the garden, Shee carefully maintains every plant throughout the seasons. In the
hands of the artist and gardener, the space exudes a magical beauty, surrounded by nature,
where visitors feel at peace, relaxed and happy. Some guests call the grounds a fairyland.
In the European-style musée, there are over 100 pieces of Shee’s oil paintings on display,
enhanced by the building’s design and lighting. With the unique use of walls and windows to
highlight the artwork, the presentation is impeccable. When the alumni browsed the oil
paintings, they were captivated by images of three female classmates whose beauty has been
depicted from nearly half a century ago, painted from memory. The alumni and their family
members enjoyed a sumptuous art festival.
Shee said that 23 years ago, he had left behind all his medical career to pursue his passion for
art. As a result, he has created many paintings and sculptures, and recently, porcelain and
tapestry. He gives much credit to his wife Isabel, an architect, who helped design the beautiful
Musee. It is large enough to display 150 paintings. Through the numerous windows, one can
see the large courtyard filled with sculptures, flowers and trees. From the inside, each window
is a frame for the scene beyond. The effect is like viewing paintings which visitors enjoy
studying and hesitate to leave, feeling heavenly.
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Guests and Mrs. Shee peruse Shee’s paintings

Shee discusses paintings with alumni

KMU Pres. & Mrs. Liu and Dr & Mrs Shee

Shee and KMUAA Pres. J H Chen with the “Wiser”

Shee decided to put down the scalpel for the brush after thirty years of practice medicine. Along
the way, he has made incredible friends. His art exhibitions have been held throughout the
world. However, with the passing of time, Shee began to consider the meaning of life and the
value of human existence. He believes that Taiwan has created a variety of arts and culture in
the last decades, but it has not been able to show it to full advantage. He believes that the
Taiwanese should do more to promote its unique and beautiful art and culture. More than ever,
Shee is eager to call upon friends and rally everyone to showcase Taiwan's wealth in the arts.
This mission is an important personal priority when he approaches eighty in life.
On the first floor of the museum, 16 year old pianist Eve Werth played classical music. The
young pianist has won numerous prizes and shows great promise. After dinner, artist Shee
presented a signed, limited edition print and a book of poetry and painting, Muse, (oil painting
by Shee, poems by physicians Mohe and Yoda), to each family among the guests. The guests
appreciated the art work and accompaniment of music during their wonderful reunion. The
alumni share a special bond. Although the school years are well behind them, their friendships
have deep roots, and together they promote love, peace and hope.
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KMU alumni arrive by charter bus and Shee shows the new Taiwan Victory Bear

Young harpist and violinist

Shee explains the creative process and philosophy of “Peace”

Mrs. Shee, Dr. Y M Chang & daughter Dr. Shee’s sculpture “United-You and I”

Guests view the oil paintings in Shee Highland Musée
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Guests view the oil paintings and enjoy the classical music played by young pianist Eve Werth

Dr. & Mrs. Shee with sculptures “Taiwan Victory Bear” and “Wiser”

Dr. & Mrs. Shee at the Shee Highland Musée and Studio Gardens

8-2017

6

Congratulatory Letter from Dr. Gloria Groom

Formosa Victory Bear
August 4, 2017
Sam Shee's art has long been devoted to the goal of peace, harmony and communicating
with others. And this year he has completed what I believe to be his greatest monument
to that idea, the Formosa Victory Bear which combines his mastery at making
monumental sculpture with his desire to tell stories that unite us and that motivate us
to think of a better world. In his beautiful garden, which is another one of his artistic
creations, the Formosa Bear stands proudly, victoriously, next to the Panda, symbol of
China, with whom it lives peacefully.
The meaning of these sculptures, each a testament to Sam's creative spirit but also belief
that art can make a difference is layered- as symbols of great powers and the need for
them to share but be independent, as playful reminders of childhood appealing to
children who are the hope of our future, and as massive and impressive artworks that
surprise and delight anyone who is fortunate enough to visit the Highland Park home,
studio and museum. Bravo Sam! You have created something so special and I am sorry
that I am not with you today to share in the celebration.
With warmest best wishes to you and to your friends and colleagues,

Gloria Groom
Chair of European Painting and Sculpture
David and Mary Winton Green Curator
Interim Chair of European Decorative Arts
The Art Institute of Chicago
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